SINKIANG
taxes and endless delays on Indian caravans, by way of
obstruction. In the autumn of 1935, England, having made
up its mind to protest energetically against these vexations,
succeeded in bringing off the remarkable feat of despatching
a mission from Peking and getting it through by lorry to
Urumchi—the two-faced capital, as one might call it. Sir Eric
Teichmann and the Consul-General from Kashgar met there.
They were both warmly received by smiling Chinese and
assured that the terms of the trade agreements would, from
then on, be faithfully observed. . . .
But there has been no change. As before, Soviet advisers
and specialists run things in accordance with Soviet in-
terests. The Soviets may well feel satisfied with the results,
since, with their agents established everywhere, they control
the entire trade of the province. It is not only furs and the
output of some mines in the north that are taken by Russia.
Most important of all, she takes—what she lacks herself—
wool, all the wool in Sinkiang. I saw the endless caravans
passing through Frunze with it in 1932. One may ask,
however, whether at the end of the year the trade returns
show the Soviets as the benefited party, for the organization
of the traffic was costly and it is scarcely yet firmly established.
But the point is not of much importance. State enterprises
are always undertaken with distant objects in view. No
doubt it is also as a result of the activity of Soviet agents that
the White Russians, who in the past gave their assistance to
the governors, found themselves obliged, as a matter of
prudence, to "go Red."
It is whispered, even printed, that some day or other
Sinkiang will secede from China and demand admission into
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.* The natives have
suffered so much in the last four years of civil war that, no
* When I returned to Paris my friends even met me with, the question
whether I had had difficulties at Kashgar as a result of the change of
government that had just taken place there!
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